
EXEGESIS ON TITHE 

 

The issue of tithing cannot be understood if accurate and non sentimental 

biblical understanding is not giving prominence. In other words, I encourage 

brethren to be open to the Holy Spirit not even so much of what I will write here. 

If you won't read all I will write, PLEASE DON'T READ AT ALL. 

The teaching of tithe must never be taken from only Old covenant perspective 

but also the New covenant upon which now have our very essence of eternal 

life. 

Firstly, tithe is biblical, it was a commandment by the Lord according to the law. 

However, please follow me. 

The first person to pay tithe was Abram in Genesis 

Genesis 14:11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went 

their way. 

It is worth noting when you juxtapose vs11 with vs16 

Genesis 14:16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his 

goods, and the women also, and the people. 

You will agree with me that part of what Abram gave as tithe were the goods 

and victuals of Sodom and Gomorrah and Lot's good, not Abram's goods. And it 

was never money, please take note. There was not a record where Abram paid 

tithe of his own income. 

Let's see Melchizedek king of Salem in Vs 18&19. 

He was a priest of the most high God, what a privilege for Abram to be blessed 

by Melchizedek who brought wine and bread even before Abram gave him tithe 

OF ALL the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah. So, it will be an error to think your 

tithe is what brings blessings, NO, blessings always comes by mercy. It is also 

note worthy to know that what Abram gave was never money but goods, so how 

did the church suddenly arrive at tithe being money? 

Just going a little behind, note that Abram fought for his nephew Lot, he even 

slaughtered men in order to get back his brother. Just a little digression, can you 

kill and slaughter today and God will be pleased with you? Of course you know 

the answer is NO. Therefore Abram must never be our standard. 



I promised to be brief so let us check out brother Jacob in Genesis 28. 

If you note very well that God already appeared to Jacob and gave him bountiful 

promises Vs 13-15 

Genesis 28:13-15 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the 

east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth 

be blessed. 

And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 

again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

But beloved check vs 20-22 

Genesis 28:20-22 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 

So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 

And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I 

will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

This is the way today's believers treat God, they don't believe in the simple ways 

of God's promises, so they give Him conditions. God already spoke to Jacob but 

unbelief worries him. He didn't believe what God actually said, so he said; "If 

God be with me" someone God just spoke to that; “I AM WITH THEE”. 

Someone may now say, not everything is recorded in the bible because the bible 

never told us Jacob actually fulfilled his vow, but check Genesis 35:7 & 14 where 

Jacob named the place Bethel. If scriptures remember to say this, why will 

Jacob's vow not be mentioned. You should agree that he never fulfilled the vow. 

What then is tithe? 

1. Leviticus 27:30-31 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the 

tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD. 

And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 

Tithe is a seed, (a natural seed of the land) or fruit of the tree. Please don't get 

this twisted, do not add or remove from the word of God based on sentiment. 

2. Let's check Deuteronomy 12 

Vs 6-7 And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave 

offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and 

of your flocks: 



And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, 

ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee. 

Vs. 11 Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell 

there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your 

tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD: 

I have a question from the above scriptures. Where is the place God has chosen 

for his name to dwell in this present age/covenant? I will come back to this 

shortly. 

Please read carefully the whole chapter before we move to chapter 14, but 

before then see 12:32 

Deuteronomy 12:32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, 

nor diminish from it. 

Please don't add or diminish from the word of the Lord. I make bold to say under 

God that most teachings in today's church have human reasoning and agenda. 

Let's go ahead please. 

Deuteronomy 14:22-29. 

Vs. 22 Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. 

Tithe is seed which comes out of the field not bank. The scriptures says year by 

year, please where did we get month by month? 

If you check vs 23 again you will see the place which the Lord thy God shall choose to place his name.  

Please where is this place under the new covenant. 

John 4:22-24 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Beloved, God has changed the location of worship from the temple to “spirit and 

truth” and Christ is truth. 

Let's go back before we start drawing conclusion 

Deuteronomy 14:24-26 And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if 

the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the 

LORD thy God hath blessed thee: 

Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place 

which the LORD thy God shall choose: 



And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for 

wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the LORD 

thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household, 

 

The commandment of the Lord was if the journey to take your tithe to is far from 

them, they are to turn those produce/tithe to money so that it will be easily 

carried then when they get to the place of worship they are to buy whatsoever 

their soul lust after be it oxen, sheep, wine or strong drink. 

Beloved, tithe was never money I do not understand where we got that strange 

understanding of tithe been money but one thing is sure, the Lord will build His 

church. If the place is too far, change those things to money. Someone may say, 

they didn’t use money in those times, no read the above scriptures again. 

Tithe can even lead to lustful desire of the soul so why should someone say if 

you don't pay your tithe you will go to hell. Oh Lord who did this to us? 

You know what? 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase 

the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 

And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the 

fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that 

the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest. 

Who are to eat these tithe? 

The Levite, the strangers, the fatherless, and the widow. 

They are to eat and be satisfied. Beloved this is not my mind, it is the Lord 

instruction as at that time. Ask yourself, are these set of people partaking in the 

eating of tithe in your congregation dear pastor? 

You may desire to study Deuteronomy 26 to know further about the year of 

tithing and even first fruit. However know that Jesus has become our first fruit. 

Colossians 1:17-18 

Now let us see who Christ is. 

He is the better testament. 

Galatians 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are 

fallen from grace. 



Beloved if you are still justified by the law of tithe, you have fallen from grace, 

Christ has no single effect unto you. If you are justified by any part of the law 

you are fallen from grace no matter your status. It takes humility to accept this. 

If you truly know what Christ has done you will appreciate grace more than the 

law. 

I hope you are not angry at this point, no don't be, only humble yourself before 

the Lord and he shall direct your path. 

Having said this doesn't mean grace is a liberty to mess up. 

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

The grace of God actually teaches us to say no to every form of ungodliness. 

When you see what damage the law has done and what great repair grace has 

done, you will keep shouting Hallelujah to heaven. 

John 1:16-17 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

Christ Jesus gave us grace which is stronger than the law by Moses, in fact Moses 

law is called condemnation 

2 Corinthians 3:9-11 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration 

of righteousness exceed in glory. 

For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that 

excelleth. 

For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. 

The ministration Moses as glorious as it was, was summarized as condemnation 

but Christ is superior to whatever law could offer. 

In conclusion 

Hebrews 7:11-12 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people 

received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of 

Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? 

For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 

Beloved, perfection couldn't come through the law/levitical priesthood so there 

was a need for a better priest to arise who is Christ. The Old covenant priest 

stand daily to offer sacrifices which can never take away sin, but Christ offer only 



one sacrifice once and for all. As good as tithe was then, it became an impotent 

sacrifice before the Lord. 

Oh I know you are considering Malachi, 

Malachi 3:8-10 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? 

In tithes and offerings. 

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now 

herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

Beloved, Christ has become a curse for us so don't feel condemned because you 

aren't paying tithe. 

If you have read from the beginning, Malachi has been answered. 

The store house has changed and as at then, the bible clearly says that there 

may be meat/food in my house. People are to eat right there but the reverse is 

the case. Where are the strangers among us today, what do we do to the 

fatherless and the widows among us, do they benefit directly from these so 

called tithe? 

Beloved, when did the Apostles ever collect tithe? Oh you will say Jesus spoke 

about tithe 

Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 

cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought 

ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

Luke 11:42 

Hebrews 7:11-18 

Are you a Pharisee? 

Did the Apostles pay tithe 

*Jesus himself operated under the law 

*Jesus healed a leper yet told him to show himself to the priest,, just to fulfill 

the law 

*When Jesus was born a dove was sacrificed, do you still do such now? 

 



*Jesus cannot tell people to disobey the law as at that time because He Himself 

operated under the law until the curtain of the temple was torn into two. 

*Tithe is not a weightier matter 

* there is a change in the priesthood so a change of the law, for the law made 

nothing perfect 

Beloved, the new covenant is: 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 

soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 

God loveth a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 

things, may abound to every good work: 

Give according as you purpose in your heart and not according to someone 

laying a curse on you, give cheerfully without grudge or necessity for God love a 

cheerful giver and He hate a non cheerful giver. Some many that will read this I 

know pay tithe out of grudge, repent and do the needful. 

Now that you have heard this, do not believe me please but believe in what the 

scripture have said for I am only a bond servant. 

 

Your brother 

Arokoyo Remi 


